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Jan. 3: In a Radio Venceremos broadcast, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)
reported that rebels had downed a government helicopter at 2:30 p.m. on Jan. 2 near the village of
San Francisco, Lolotique municipality, San Miguel department. Upon examining the wreckage,
rebels discovered US military identification on three bodies. The FMLN identified the three as
follows: pilot David Scott, copilot Pickett, and engineer Dawson. The FMLN said rebels in the area
were not aware they had attacked a helicopter piloted by US troops. The craft was identified as
a "war-craft...flying over a war zone." Salvadoran military sources confirmed that a helicopter
had been downed, but provided no further details. In a Radio YSU broadcast, journalist Mauricio
Gotay Lacayo reported that the three bodies were retrieved from the crash site, taken to the 3rd
Infantry Brigade headquarters in San Miguel, and then flown to San Salvador. US State Department
deputy spokesperson Richard Boucher told reporters that circumstantial evidence indicated the
three were shot to death by rebels after the aircraft had landed safely after being hit by gunfire.
He said a US forensic team would investigate. Chief Pentagon spokesperson Pete Williams said
all three crewpersons had a gunshot wound in the head and two had no other apparent wounds.
White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater said there were indications that the crewpersons died
from direct gunshot wounds to the head. Silvio Mendez, a Salvadoran who lives near the crash
site, told the Associated Press that the rebels requested his help in moving the three men from
the wreckage about 30 minutes after the helicopter was downed. Mendez said the rebels set fire to
the aircraft after the men were removed. According to Mendez, one of the men was dead when he
arrived at the site, and the other two were wounded and bleeding from the neck. He said the two
died approximately one hour later while he was away, sent by the rebels to get water and a truck.
He attributed their deaths to the rebels' failure to provide medical attention. Mendez later repeated
this story in radio interviews broadcast in San Salvador. Other local residents told journalists that
they heard gunfire. Some said the noise could have been ammunition exploding in the fire. In a
communique released Thursday night, the FMLN asserted that its combatants found one of the
victims dead at the scene and attempted to get first aid to the others. The communique said the
unmarked helicopter flew at a low altitude over a site in a combat zone where rebels and local
residents were meeting. "Our combatants, assuming that the armed aircraft would open fire on the
concentration of civilians, as is the custom of the Salvadoran armed forces, fired small arms at the
craft, downing it in the process," the rebels said. US House Intelligence Committee member, Rep.
Bud Shuster (R-Pa.), said the helicopter was clearly marked as a US Army helicopter. He said that
crew members were flying an administrative support mission for the US ambassador and had no
links to the Salvadoran military. Jan. 4: The US Army Southern Command in Panama identified
the dead as Lt. Col. David H. Pickett, 40, of Cavandish, VT (pilot); Chief Warrant Officer Daniel S.
Scott, 39, of San Diego, CA (copilot); and, Sgt. 1st Class Earnest G. Dawson, 20, of Bollingbrook, IL
(mechanic). According to the Pentagon, the crewpersons, members of the US Army 4th Battalion
of the 228th Aviation Regiment, were returning to base in Panama after flying a routine mission
to San Salvador. The Pentagon said the UH-1H Huey transport helicopter was shot down by
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small arms fire in eastern El Salvador while en route from San Salvador to Soto Cano Air Base
in Honduras. State Department spokesperson Boucher said, "The initial evidence continues to
cast serious doubts on the FMLN guerrillas' claim that the servicemen were found dead inside
the aircraft." He added that the site of the incident is not considered a combat zone. Unidentified
witnesses quoted by the Agence France Presse said the rebels fired their guns at the helicopter
which then hit a treetop before slamming into the ground. They said the crew and guerrillas on a
nearby hillside exchanged gunfire. The FMLN released a communique stating that its combatants
shot at the helicopter after crew members opened fire on a meeting they were holding with civilians.
The rebels denied they shot the men execution-style after the crash and called for an independent
autopsy. FMLN spokesperson Miguel Saenz said that the commission should exclude US and
Salvadoran government representatives. In Washington, a Pentagon spokesperson denied the
men fired on the village. Jan. 5: Two witnesses, Mendez and a Mr. Carranza, gave new testimony
implicating the FMLN in the deaths of the two US crew members. When questioned Thursday by
journalists, area residents did not mention that the rebels had killed the US crew. Carranza said
that the group of witnesses had been detained at army headquarters from Wednesday night to
Thursday night and were interrogated by Salvadoran and US army personnel. He told reporters
that the two survivors were left alone while the villagers went to get water. When they returned
the survivors were dead from bullet wounds which he had not seen before. Carranza, identified
by some local residents as an army collaborator, was one of the rural workers requested by the
rebels to help with the crewmen. Together with six other persons, he provided information on
the incident at 3rd Infantry Brigade headquarters in San Miguel. Mendez told AFP that after the
helicopter crashed, some 20 FMLN guerrillas in his village had asked residents to help the two
injured soldiers. He quoted one of the rebels as saying: "We're going to respect these men's lives,
set them over there." Then, said Mendez, when the villagers left to get water, they heard three
shots fired. The FMLN released a communique charging that the US State Department's erroneous
reports on the incident distracts attention from the fact that a helicopter gunship with a US crew was
flying over an area under FMLN control, and opened fire on a town inhabited by civilians. Defense
Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce said that the helicopter was flying at a low altitude in efforts to
avoid rebel surface-to-air missiles. US Ambassador William Walker told reporters in San Salvador
that preliminary autopsy results left him "100%" sure that FMLN rebels murdered the US crew
members "in cold blood." The autopsies were carried out by three US Air Force forensic experts.
According to a report by the US embassy released to the press, Pickett and Dawson were slain with
gunfire from two assault rifles and a handgun. "Pickett received several clusters of multiple gunshot
wounds, strongly suggesting that he tried to evade his captors prior to being killed," the report said.
"Mud and debris in scalp wounds on the back of the head are consistent with him being supine on
the ground. His...injuries show multiple direction of fire." Pickett sustained 10 gunshot wounds,
including seven to the face and head, the report said. It said Dawson suffered "serious but not fatal"
injuries from the crash itself, but died of "a single, small-caliber gunshot wound to the head." The
report said Scott died from injuries incurred when the helicopter crashed. Dr. Glenn N. Wagner,
an army medical examiner who participated in the forensic team, said the two men were shot by at
least three weapons about 15 minutes after the crash. Glenn Gagner, also part of the forensic team,
warned that a complete autopsy report was needed before the cause of death could be accurately
determined. Jan. 6: In a communique released in San Salvador, the FMLN called on UN Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar to sponsor an independent investigation into the deaths of the three
US military advisers. The communique said, "We are ready to allow further investigation (of the
incident) in territory under our control. We consider the findings of the US forensic team to lack
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all credibility, given its link with the US government." The FMLN also asserted that local witnesses
were coerced into changing their testimonies. In a Radio Farabundo Marti broadcast, the FMLN
promised "an exhaustive investigation" of the incident saying that the rebels have "a clear policy
of assuming responsibility for all...[rebel] actions, and we will proceed in that manner in this new
situation." In Washington, Secretary of State James Baker said he would request that Congress
withdraw restrictions on military aid to El Salvador. Baker told ABC News that the crew members
"were murdered by the FMLN, at least two of them for sure." At a memorial ceremony held for
the crew members at Comalapa airport outside the capital, Ambassador Walker said that those
responsible for the killings could be forced to stand trial in the US. Walker said that US anti-terrorist
legislation applies to US citizens abroad. In his Sunday homily in San Salvador, Archbishop Arturo
Rivera y Damas said that according to investigations carried out by the Church's legal aid office
(Tutela Legal), "It can be assumed that two of the three flyers were assassinated by the FMLN." He
said that the rebel action constituted a "clear violation of international human rights" standards,
and called on the rebels to "show a good example and demonstrate that they truly want justice."
Rivera y Damas also expressed concern that the deaths of the three US citizens could obstruct the
peace process. Jan. 7: At a press conference, Mirna Pena Delgado, legal adviser for the Salvadoran
Forensics Medicine Institute, said the US government has no jurisdiction to open legal proceedings
against those responsible for the deaths of the US military personnel. Pena Delgado said that legal
proceedings had already begun and would continue in accordance with "the proceedings followed
in every investigation." She said that the US government could not request extradition of defendants
since they are "presumably Salvadorans." Consequently, she added, prosecution would take place
in El Salvador. Institute spokesperson Juan Mateo Llort confirmed the autopsy findings of the US
forensic team, while also emphasizing that the procedure cannot identify the perpetrators. Llort
said the bodies displayed both short- and long-range bullet wounds, but most came from above
and below at short-range. Llort said that the US team had taken some of the evidence, including
ballistics materials, to the US to be analyzed due to "lack of special equipment" in El Salvador. US
congresspersons Joseph Moakley (D-Mass.) and Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.) expressed opposition
to the release of further military aid to the Salvadoran government. "We are all in agreement that
it was a horrible act," Moakley said, "However, I do not believe that the Salvadoran military, which
killed six Jesuits in cold blood, should benefit from it." State Department spokesperson Boucher
announced that President George Bush will ask Congress to release the military aid appropriated
for the Salvadoran government for FY1991, and currently held in escrow. (Basic data from Notimex,
01/03/91, 01/05-07/91; AP, 01/03-07/91; AFP, 01/04-06/91; ACAN-EFE, 01/06/91; EFE, 01/06/91,
01/07/91)
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